
CAMPBELL RIVER STEEP SLOPES
CAMPBELL RIVER DEVELOPMENT PERMIT EXEMPTIONS TABLE

www.campbellriver.ca/steepslopes 

ON STEEP SLOPES - TREES AND VEGETATION MAINTENANCE
For trees on steep slopes, the following activities are exempt provided an exemption form is filled out by a certified 
arborist and accepted by the City. 

Removal of trees, living or dead, with needles, such as fir, spruce or hemlock, on the steep slope, 
where tree trunk diameter is:

✔  less than 5 cm or 2 in across

✔  Removal of trees, living or dead, with broad flat leaves that shed in Fall, such as alder or  
maple, on the steep slope where tree trunk diameter is:

✔  less than 20 cm or 8 in across

Note: tree diameters must be measured 1.3 m or 4.5 ft from the base of the tree

TREE REMOVAL

Actions required to remove a hazard that presents an imminent danger to the safety of persons, 
or are likely to damage public or private property, as determined by a Qualified Environmental 
Professional, such as:

✔  addressing an unstable steep slope 

✔  Removal of hazardous trees, living or dead, on the steep slope provided no bare soil or a 
depression is left that allows groundwater to collect and pond

EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT

Planting native trees and other native vegetation on the steep slope so long as existing trees are 
not removed:

✔  in accordance with written advice of a Qualified Environmental Professional that provides 
recommendations for follow up monitoring until establishment

PLANTING  
NEW TREES

Pruning and limbing on the steep slope where the tree trunk diameter is:

✔  greater than 5 cm or 2 in across for needled trees (coniferous) 

✔  greater than 20 cm or 8 in across for leafed trees (deciduous)

Note: exemption is subject to a Certified Arborist written opinion stating that the requested 
activity will not kill the tree and that professional pruning standards are utilized (ANSI A300)

PRUNING  
AND LIMBING 

✔  Previously topped trees on the steep slope may be re-topped under the direction of a 
Certified ArboristTREE TOPPING 

The City of Campbell River is amending the Official Community Plan’s Hazard Conditions (Steep Slopes) 
Development Permit Guidelines - see below for updates to development permit exemptions.

EXEMPTION DETAILS



CAMPBELL RIVER STEEP SLOPES
CAMPBELL RIVER DEVELOPMENT PERMIT EXEMPTIONS TABLE

BUFFER AREAS ABOVE AND BELOW STEEP SLOPES - YARD MAINTENANCE, GARDENING & PLANTING
For domestic yard maintenance, gardening and planting the following activities within the 20-metre buffer area, at the 
crest or the toe of the slope are exempt. Note that for these activities an exemption form is NOT required for 
submittal to the City.  

Tree modification to support nesting opportunities for Bald Eagles on the steep slope as 
recommended by a Qualified Environmental Professional (QEP) may be considered: 

✔  In areas where recruitment nesting habitat is unavailable 

✔  Even if the modifications are not generally recommended by a certified arborist (for example 
topping large conifers – such as Douglas- fir)

Note: Exemption subject to a Certified Arborist written opinion stating that requested activity will 
not kill the tree

TREE 
MODIFICATION

All cut branches on the steep slope that are 5 cm or 2 in diameter or greater, at their base, arising 
from maintenance activities must:

✔  be removed from the slope at the time of cutting if possible

✔  not create channelized pathway on removal 

✔  smaller branches that cannot be safely removed must be dispersed on the slope so as not to 
smother vegetation

CUT BRANCHES 

Ornamental trees or fruit trees in the buffer area, live or dead of any size, including the root 
structure can be removed, provided:

✔  exposed soil is repacked, regraded and replanted

✔  cut vegetation is not deposited on the slope 

REMOVING 
ORNAMENTAL 
TREES AND  
FRUIT TREES

Removing any live or dead native trees in the buffer area, including the root structure can be 
removed, provided:

✔  tree diameter less than 15 cm or 2 in across 

✔  exposed soil is repacked, regraded and replanted

✔  cut vegetation is not deposited on the slope 

Note: tree diameters must be measured 1.3 m or 4.5 ft from the base of the tree

REMOVING  
NATIVE TREES

Planting new vegetation and maintaining existing vegetation in the buffer area through mowing, 
pruning, and similar activities provided:

✔  cut vegetation and yard waste is not deposited on the steep slope

NEW VEGETATION 
AND MAINTENANCE 
ACTIVITIES 

EXEMPTION DETAILS

QUESTIONS?  
Contact 250-286-5725 or planning@campbellriver.ca 
For more details including submitting exemption requests: www.campbellriver.ca/steepslopes


