FIRE SAFETY AND YOU

. Information about your responsibilities as a building owner
River under the British Columbia Fire Code
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Building owners are legally responsible for fulfilling certain
requirements of the British Columbia Fire Code. Ignorance
of the law is not a defence. You could receive fines or be
subject to legal action if you don’t comply.

Division C, Part 2, Section 2.2, Sentence 2.2.1.1 of the code states, “Unless otherwise
specified, the owner or the owner’s authorized agent shall be responsible for carrying out
the provisions of this code.”

This bookletincludes both general responsibilities those that are specificto
particular building types or uses.

TYPES OF BUILDINGS COVERED IN THIS BOOKLET

Other than private family dwellings, all buildingsin the City of Campbell River are subjectto fire inspections
and are responsible formeeting certain standards under the BC Fire Code. This includes the occupancies
below

Handouts for each occupancy can be downloaded from our website at
www.campbellriver.ca/fire-inspections.
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mbly occupancies, Hospitals & health care Manufacturers,
including halls, churches, facilities woodworking shops &
restaurants & pubs spray operations
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Offices Retail & commercial Schools & educational Service stations, including Warehouses
facilities gas stations & automotive
repair shops
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Five Most Common Fire Code Violations

The following responsibilities are common to most buildings under the B.C. Fire Code, other than dwellings.
These five items account for the majority of all Fire Code violations:

1.

PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS
=  Requiredinallbuildings except dwellings.
= Mustbelocatedadjacentto corridors or aisles that provide accessto exits. Mustbe mountedina
visiblelocation, accessible, routinely servicedand containa full supply of the extinguishing
substance.
=  Mustbetested by a recognized testing agencyand mustbein full working conditionwith no
damage, corrosion, leakage, malfunctioning parts or clogged nozzes.
= Aresubjectto maintenanceatl|east once per year and musthavea securetagor label listingthe
month and year the maintenance was performed, by whom, andif recharging was performed.
=  Musteach havea permanentrecord withthe maintenance date, examiner’s name andbrief description of workor
hydrostatictest.
=  Musthavehydrostatic testing carried out at the followingintervals:
0 Fiveyears—water or antifreeze (cartridge operated or stored pressure), wetting agent or foam
0 Twelveyears —dry chemical (stored pressure, cartridge or cylinder operated) and dry powder (cartridge or cylinder
operated).
=  Mustbeserviced and taggedyearly by a certified technician.

EMERGENCY LIGHTING

Emergency lighting maybe provided by battery packs with remote andattached heads, or by emergency generators that
will illuminate s pecified A/C fixtures or remote light heads. Battery packs must be regularly serviced and for generators, a
fuel supplyofatleasteighthours mustbe on hand. Thelighting must be operational and have no visible damage.

FIRE SAFETY PLANS

Firesafety plansinclude:

=  The emergency procedures to be used incase of fire (including sounding the fire alarm, notifyingthe fire department
and evacuation procedures)

=  The appointmentand training of supervisory staff to carryout fire safety duties

=  Documents, including diagrams, showing the type, location and operation of building fire emergency systems

=  The holdingoffiredrills

= The control of fire hazards

= Theinspectionandmaintenance of facilities

= Arecord ofinspections, maintenance procedures and tests must be keptfor thelasttwo years

EXITSIGNS

Exitsigns mustbeinstalled over every required exit door (other than the main entranceto a roomorbuilding) inthe
following cases:

= Inbuildings morethantwo stories tall

= Inbuildings used by morethan150people

= |ncorridors morethan 25 metres longin health care or correctionalfacilities < E x I T)

= |nexitcorridors wherea change of direction is required

= |nareaswitha fireescapethatisarequired exit .

= |nallpublichallsand theatres
The signs must bevisibleand remainilluminated atall times the building is occupied.

FIRE SEPARATIONS
Buildings must have no holes or openings in drywall, ceilings or other fire separations.
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GENERALREQUIREMENTS FOR BUILDING OWNERS

The following responsibilities are common to all buildings
under the B.C. Fire Code, other than dwellings:

Address: must bevisiblefromroad and lane, free
fromfoliageand should bein a contrasting colour.

Evacuation plans: recommended for all buildings
with firealarms.

Exit corridors: mustleadto an approved exit, suchas
an exterior door orexitstairshaft. The route must
be free of obstruction. Exterior passageways and
stairsinoccupied buildings must be free of snow and
iceand have handrails and stairtreads.

Exit doors: mustnot belockedor blocked from
either theinside or outside. They mustbe unlocked
fromtheinside when the buildingis occupied. They
must be equipped with latching hardware that will
releasewhen a force of 20 pounds or less is applied.
Stairwell doors must be equipped withself-closing
and latching devices that latchthe door shut when
released. Draperies and mirrors are not permitted.

Fire alarm systems: musthave a working A/C power-
on bulb,and bekeptin goodworking conditionwith
no audible or visual damage. They musthavea
currentservicetag (dated within the last 12 months)
and up-to-date logbook. Electrically supervised
alarms (with a trouble alarm andlight) must be
inspected andtested by qualified personnel atleast
once per year.Systems thataren’t el ectrically
supervised must beinspected and tested by qualified
personnel each month.

Fire department access: the owner or occupant
must provide access to the fire department to
conductaninspection.

Fire department vehicle access: must always be
availableto atleastoneface of every building via
street, yard or private roadway.

U Fire doors: mustnotbeblocked or wedged open,

including stairwell doors.

U Fire hydrants: mustbe accessible, free of damage

and serviced within the specified date. Private
hydrants requireannual service, with records kept
onsite.

U Fire separations: musthaveno holes or openings

thatcompromise theirpurpose.

U Outdoor storage areas: mustbein good condition

andarranged ina mannerthat minimizes firerisk.

U Garbage disposal: commercial containers must be

located six metres from combustible buildings. If
keptinside, commercial containers should have tight
fittinglidsandbe keptin fire separated rooms.

U Storage areas: mustbe kept free of excessive

clutter, with aisle widths of atleast 36inches in
larger rooms.

U Mechanical rooms: (such as boiler, furnace, and

electrical rooms) must provide clear access to
equipment. Boiler rooms must contain no storage.
Distribution panels should have a clearance of at
least 1 metre. Inthe breaker box, all switches and/or
fuses shouldbeidentified, includingthe firealarm
breaker. Doors mustremain closed, with self-closing
devices in boilerrooms.

U Laundryrooms:keep rear of machines free of dust

and lint. Linttraps must be cleaned regularly, with
lintwaste disposed of safely. Ensure el ectrical
connectionsarenota fire hazard. Doorsareto be
keptclosed witha self-closing device.
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About the Fire Inspection Process

The Campbell River Fire Department carries out fire and life safety code compliance

inspectionsin accordanceto the BC Fire Code, BC Building Code, local bylaws and the SOME FACTS TO CONSIDER
FireSafety Acttoidentifyandcorrectfiresafety hazardsinall buildings, aside from

private family dwellings.

The initialinspectiontypically occurs shortly afterthe Business Licenceisissued. The
timing of follow-up inspections largely depends on the nature and number of
deficiencies discovered ata particularsite.

With the building representative present, theinspector will look over the property,
identifying deficiencies and detailing themin a written report. Acopy of thisreportis
leftbehind atthesite withinstructions for correcting anydeficiencies found.

The Importance of Compliance

Owners who arefoundto haveviolations during theroutineinspectionfacea re-
inspection fee. Penalties for not addressing violations identified duringtheinspection
canincludefinesand/or legal action.

The report makes the owner legally responsible for any consequences that may arise
fromtheidentified problems.

Additionally, the owner of a building that catches fire mayfacea civil lawsuit—
regardless of whether or notthe owner has done something wrong.

Fire Prevention 101: Know Thy Enemy

Understanding the nature of fire can help youpreventor fightit more effectively.

Threefactorsarerequiredfor a fireto startand keep burning: oxygen, heatand fuel.
This is often referred to as thefiretriangle. In essence, a form of fuel mustbe heated in
the presence of oxygen fora fireto burn. Remove any one of the elements anda fire
cannotoccur.

Fuel: Fuel for fires can be anycombustible material
or substance, whether itisa solid, liquidor gas.
Whilethesteel supportsina buildingwon’tburn,
the wooden beams, furniture, wallpaper andfabrics
will. Other examples of fire fuelsinclude sheets and
towels, plasticshower stalls, kerosene, paints, oil,
natural gas, hydrogen, propane andcandle wax.

Heat:Fires create heat, butthey also need a heat
sourceto start. Heat can come from chemical, fuel
electrical and mechanical sources. Examples include

staticelectricity, a chemical reaction between

bleachandoil rags, friction and compressed gas.

Oxygen: Oxygen sustains life, and also sustains fire. Oxygenitself doesn’t burn, but the
more oxygen thatis presentduring a fire, the faster the burning process and vice-
versa.
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