














8    IN THE SPOTLIGHT - DECEMBER 2017

CITY OF CAMPBELL RIVER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

DID YOU KNOW...THAT THERE IS A CAMPBELLTON NEIGHBOURHOOD 
ASSOCIATION

For nearly 7 years, a dedicated group of Campbellton residents, business owners and volunteers 
have worked tirelessly to beautify and improve the place where they live and work. The Campbellton 
Neighbourhood Association (CNA) was jointly formed in 2011 by Councillor Ron Kerr, Destiny River 
Adventures founder Jim de Hart, and current CNA Chair Brian Shaw. “We wanted to help solidify the 
identity of the community,” says Brian, “as well as boost its image a bit.”

“We wanted to help solidify the identity 
of the community,” says Brian, “as well 
as boost its image a bit.”

The Association has completed a variety of 
projects over the past several years. For 
example, a community garden was built on 15th 
Avenue entirely by volunteers in the spring of 
2016. They also installed planter boxes along 
Highway 19A and filled them with colourful 
flowers, bringing a sense of freshness and vitality 
to the area when they bloom.

Several exciting projects are also currently 
underway. An interactive feature for the northern 
entrance to Campbell River is in Phase 1 of 
development. “We are collaborating with the City 
and with Sealand Aviation to install a float plane on 
the green space that sits on the northern 
entrance,” Brian explains. “The plane is being 
assembled by Sealand and we are working with 
McElhanney Group and the City to assess the 
green space for proper installation.” Phase 2 of the 

project will see a parking lot constructed on-site to 
allow visitors to stop and view the float plane.

Improving Urban Spaces in Campbellton

There is also ongoing collaboration with geography 
students at Vancouver Island University. The 
students, under the direction of Dr. Pamela Shaw, 
have been assessing Campbellton since 2012, and 
have created an ‘urban design’ action plan to 
assist the Association with their efforts.

“The Action Plan lays out a visualization of what 
Campbellton could become,” says Brian. “It 
includes detailed plans for sidewalk improvements, 
tree planting and modern infrastructure design, 
such as moving the power lines underground.” The 
geography students are also involved in helping 
map out the Rescue the River project, which aims 
to improve access to the world-class Campbell 
River for residents and visitors. The City has 
provided a $15,000 grant, to be matched by the 
Association, for the implementation of a pocket 
park at the Spruce St. riverfront.



“The plan is in place for that particular project, and 
we should see it completed by this coming 
spring,” notes Brian. “The river is such a huge 
draw for Campbellton, and Campbell River. We 
want to showcase it to the world.”

Finally, a ‘Steampunk Art’ installation project is 
currently in ideation stages. “We want to bring 
quality artistic pieces to the area. They will be 
specific to each business they stand in front of, 
inviting people to stop and appreciate them,” 
Brian says of the project.

The Campbellton Renaissance:
A Community Effort

All of these projects aim to bring beauty and a 
sense of community back to Campbellton. When 
asked about his involvement, Brian simply states, 
“Campbellton is the oldest of the villages of 
Campbell River, and deserves to be appreciated 
for its heritage.”

Brian dedicates himself to chairing the Association 
while continuing to work at his day job as branch 
manager of Mackie Research Capital, located in 
the heart of Campbellton. All of the projects are 
conceived and implemented by dedicated  
volunteers from around the Campbellton 
community. However, all Campbell Riverites are 
invited to participate in the revitalization efforts. 

“We have our Annual General Meeting at the end 
of January,” says Brian, “and we invite everybody 
that’s interested to come out to that and see all of 
the exciting things happening in the coming year. 
We currently have between 30 and 50 dedicated 
participants in the Association, and we would love 
to see that number grow.” The date and time of 
the AGM will be announced in the coming 
months; email info@campbellton.net or get in 
touch with them on Facebook.

“Campbellton is the oldest of the 
villages of Campbell River, and 
deserves to be appreciated for
its heritage.”
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“The river is such a huge draw for 
Campbellton, and Campbell River.
We want to showcase it to the world.”
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CONTACT US

ROSE KLUKAS
Economic Development Of�cer

City of Campbell River
Tel: 250.286.5738
Cell: 250.895.0667
rose.klukas@campbellriver.ca
www.campbellriver.ca
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